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Rosemont Copper Mine – Status Update

November 21, 2013



Background:  The construction of the Rosemont Mine would permanently fill approximately 18 miles of streams across an approximately 5,000-acre project footprint and result in the fragmentation of an intact natural hydrologic landscape unit composed of hundreds of streams stretching many linear miles.  The mine pit would reverse groundwater flow direction far outside the project area, causing permanent regional drawdown of groundwater that currently sustains hundreds of acres of springs, seeps, streams, and wetlands and their dependent fish, wildlife, and plant species.  Direct and indirect loss of waters of the U.S. would endure for hundreds of years and, in some cases, in perpetuity. The project would also have significant adverse impacts on air quality and tribal/environmental justice communities.



In February 2012, EPA rated the DEIS “EU-3 – Environmentally Unsatisfactory-Inadequate Information.” The Forest Service plans to publish a Final EIS in December.



Clean Water Act Section 404 Permitting:  On September 9, EPA met with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to discuss the project’s unresolved issues. On November 7, EPA sent a letter to the Corps reaffirming our conclusions that proposed mitigation would be insufficient to avoid “significant degradation” of the aquatic ecosystem and that such degradation would be a substantial and unacceptable impact to aquatic resources of national importance, including “Outstanding waters” (CWA 303) and federally designated National Conservation Areas.  



The project does not include adequate compensatory mitigation for indirect impacts to hundreds of acres of surface waters resulting from groundwater drawdown and reduced stormwater flows.  These aquatic resources are sensitive to slight changes in groundwater flows (inches), which are undetectable by the best available modeling (5-foot resolution). Even at these lower sensitivities, however, the groundwater models show unacceptable adverse impacts to the aquatic environment in protected areas. EPA has offered to help the Corps with functional assessment of the impacts to waters of the U.S., and development of a risk-assessment model to better inform decisions in the face of modeling uncertainty; however, the Corps has declined our offer.  


Environmental Impact Statement:  On November 18, EPA and the Forest Service collaborated in a day-long live editing session on a working draft of the Final EIS, and EPA notes significant improvements to earlier information gaps in the document. However, the EIS still discloses unacceptable impacts to groundwater and surface water quantity, as noted above. 



The project would also result in exceedence or near exceedence of the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for PM10, PM2.5 and NO2; however, the proposed mitigation is inadequate to sufficiently reduce project emissions. If the project were to cause violations of the NAAQS, Pima County could be designated as a nonattainment area and would be required to impose air pollution control requirements on other businesses in the county to meet NAAQS. The project would result in exceedence of both visibility and nitrogen deposition thresholds for Class I areas, particularly Saguaro National Park.   



Adverse effects to ten species of federally listed threatened or endangered species are disclosed. 



The project continues to include immitigable impacts to Tohono O'Odham sacred springs and burial sites.
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